
CALIFORNIA REGIOlJAL WATER QUALI1'Y COll'rROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

OHDER no. 85-67

\,'H\ST~::; DISCHARGE REQUIREi:1ENT3 FOH:

miONE-·POULf~NC9 II,JCOHPOHATED AND ZOECON CORPORATION 9 EAST PALO ALT0 9

SAN llATEO COUNTY

The California Regional VJater Quality Control Board, San Franci sco Bay
Hegion (hereinafter called the Board) finds that:

~I. Zoeeon Corporation is the current 0i1i10r of a 5,,19 acre site located at
1990 Bay ;,oad i'". the City of East Palo Alto (Attachments 1 and 2) vrhLch has
been used for i:udustrial purposes for over 60 year-s, Zoecon has oc.c.upied
the site fror~ 1972 to the present for the purpose of formulating and
manufacturing insect control chemicals.

2. Prior to 1926 the site 'las occupied by Heed Zinc Ccn pany "hose activities
are unkno un, From 1926 to 1964 the site was occupied by Chipman Chemical
Conpany for the production and fornulation of herbicides including sodium
arsenite compounds. In 1964, Rhodia, Inc. acqUired Chipman and its
operations. In 197"1 the Chipman operation was shut do un and the f'o.l l.o w.l.ng
year the pr-oper t.y Has sold to Zoecon Corperat.Lon, Rhodia subsequently
changed its na me to Hhone-Poulenc ~ Inc. in 1978.

3. Sodium arsenite vla8 formulated by Chipman and Rhodia in an underground.
tank located along the railroad spur whi Le som e of the was t.e s f'r o n this
process were disposed of' in a shaLl.ow sludge pond loeated on the nort~1east

portion of the property (At.t.achment. 3). Contaminated aurf'ace runoff' from
the site has discharged and still poses a potential to discharge onto
ad.j oining land including a non-tidal narsh.

4. Zoocon Corporation contends that the chem i.ca.l s used in theLe
manufacturing and formulating operations are unrelated to the contaQinants
found on the site. Chi pman Chemical Company and Rhodi.a , Iric, are knov n to
have produced arsenical pesticides at that site and are the probable
source of the eontaminants found in the soil and ground Hater both an-
site and on ad j acerrt pr-ope.r t.Le s,

5. 20eo.on Corporation has legal title to a substantial portion of the ar-ea
where the contam Lnant.s are concent.r-at.ed and therefore has eertain legal
responsibilty for ~ny investigation or remedial actiol1o

6~ Fthone-Poulenc.~ Inc. and ZoecoD Corporation are hereinafter referred to as
the dischargers.

7. The site is located about 2000 feet east of San B'ranciseo Bay and about
4500 feet northwes t of San Fr-anc.i equLto Cr'e ek , a tributary" of the Bay.
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